JOHN BUNYAK

puted righteousness of Christ: 'One day as I was
passing in the field, and that too with some dashes
on my conscience, fearing lest all was not yet right,
suddenly this sentence fell upon my soul, Thy Right-
eousness is in Heaven; and methought I saw with the
eyes of my Soul, Jesus Christ at God's right hand.
There, I saw, was my righteousness; so that wherever
I was, or what ever I was doing, God could not say
of me, He wants my Righteousness^ for that was just
before him. I also saw moreover, that it was not
my good frame of Heart that made my Righteous-
ness better, nor yet my bad frame that made my
Righteousness worse; for my Righteousness was
Jesus Christ himself, the same yesterday^ to-day and
for ever^ Heb. xiii. 9.** Like Johannes Agricola,
Bunyan believed that:

Ere stars were thundergirt, or pil'd

The heavens, God thought on me his child;

Ordained a life for me, arrayed

Its circumstances every one

To the minutest.

But he did not believe with Browning's hero that he
was thereby made incapable of sin, far from it. He
was a sinner and could do no good thing, but he was
accepted of God and pardoned, his sins annulled, in
virtue of the righteousness of Christ and that alone.
It was in virtue of no merits of his, foreseen before
the world was made, that he had been elected. Such
graces as he may have are themselves the conse-
quences of that election. *I believe that the decree of
election is so far off from making works in us fore-
seen the ground or cause of the choice that it con-
taineth in the bowels of it, not only the persons, but the

1 Grace Abounding to the Chief <f Sinners, Par. 230.
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